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A Message from the Chairperson, Pavel Sladecek

Introducing the ESF Masters Sub-Committee

I'd like to introduce our committee which has recently been formed to guide and improve our Masters Circuit . Well, there’s me—I'm
the Chairperson of the Masters Sub-Committee and also a member of the ESF Board (European Squash Federation) and live in the
Czech Republic. | introduced the first Masters Circuit Tournament back in 2012, and since then | am pleased to report it has grown
and grown. As well as leading the team, I’'m responsible for lots of things; establishing contacts with Member National Federations
(MNA) in Europe and updating the rankings are just two of the tasks | get involved in.

Second in command is Alan Hathway (English, living in Germany). Alan works with other members and takes care of the seeding for
the Masters events. We also have Alicja Kulp (also English). She is producing the
newsletter, which we hope to publish regularly in the future and she also keeps us this issue
organised. If you are interested in providing any articles on Masters Squash,
please contact her. Then, we have Jean-Marc Fraipont from Belgium He has
the very important job as the contact person to the local tournament director European Masters Individual Championships - P2
for the Masters Circuit Tournaments, to ensure that everything runs to the
highest standards. In addition, we have Colin White (Irish, living in Hungary).
Colin is a founder member of the sub-committee and has been working togeth- The Tournament Director’s View, Poland—P4
er with Pavel involved in most areas over the last two years. The newest (since The Results—Polish Open, Oct 2015—P5
November 2015) member is Nicolas Barbeau, living in France, who will be tak-
ing care of our communication via Facebook in the Group “European Squash
Masters” — please join!
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Please feel free to contact any of us, if you have ideas or suggestions about the European Masters Circuit 2016 Calendar—P8
ESF Masters Circuit. Our E-mail addresses also appear on page 3.
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European Masters Individual Championships, WORLD

Malmo, Sweden

Men's +35

1 - [GER] Stefan Leifels [2]

2 -[ITA] Andrea Torricini [5/8]
3 - [DEN] Morten Sgrensen [3/4]

Women's +35

1 - [ENG] Lauren Briggs [1]

2 - [POL] Dominika Witkowska [2]
3 - [SWE] Joanne Elgood [3/4]

4 - [GER] Stefanie Leiber [3/4]

Men's +40

1 - [SWE] Christian Drakenberg [2]
2 - [FRA] Renan Lavigne [1]

3 - [ENG] Robert Wall [3/4]

Women's +40

1 - [ENG] Shayne Baillie [1]

2 - [GER] Iris Stockbauer [2]

3 - [GER] Melanie Kreisel [3/4]

Men's +45

1 - [FRA] Jean Jacques Pineau [2]

2 - [FRA] Thierry Scianimanico [5/8]
3 - [ESP] Jesus Souto [5/8]
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Women's +45

1 - [GER] Simone Korell [1]

2 - [NED] Karin Thiel [5/8]

3 - [AUT] Konny Hoellein [5/8]

Men's +50

1 - [SWE] Fredrik Johnson [2]
2 - [IRL] Willie Hosey [1]

3 - [SWE] Jonas Ulvsback [3/4]

Women's +50

1 - [ENG] Mandy Akin [2]

2 - [NED] Bea Spitse [1]

3 - [FRA] Sylvie Lacoste [3/4]
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Men's +55

1 - [SCO] Alan Thomson [5/8]

2 - [BEL] Jean-Marc Fraipont [3/4]

3 - [ENG] Christopher Harland [17/32]

Women's +55

1 - [ENG] Jill Campion [2]

2 - [ENG] Julie Field [1]

3 - [WAL] Sian Johnson [3/4]

Men's +60

1 - [ENG] Mark Cowley [1]

2 - [SCO] Paul Harris [5/8]

3 - [ENG] Alan Hathway [3/4]

Women's +60

1 - [ENG] Jane Law [2]

2 - [ENG] Jan Ellis [1]

3 - [GER] Elisabeth Keilmann

Men's +65

1 - [ENG] Barry Featherstone [2]
2 - [FIN] Esa Matti Tuominen [1]
3 - [SCO] Jim Dougal [3/4]

Women's +65

1 - [FRA] Claire Bryars

2 - [ENG] Bett Dryhurst [1]

3 - [SWE] Elisabet Wennberg

Men's +70

1 - [ENG] Chris Ansell [1]

2 - [ENG] Graham Fisher [2]
3 - [ENG] Peter Field [3/4]

Women's +70

1 1-[ENG] Norma Fulling [2]
2 - [IRL] Barbara Sanderson
3 - [ENG] Joan Witton [1]

All Match Results found

here
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The Iltalian Masters, Riccione - September 2015

The Italian Open Masters, Italian
round of the ESF European Mas-
ters Circuit 2015, took place from
11 to 13 September 2015, at the
Figs National Technical Center in

Riccione.

The tournament has been directed
by Davide Babini (Tournament Di-
rector) and Mario Viola
(Tournament Referee), with the
important and hard work of the
referees Franco Cardini, Natale
Romano, Anna Rita Ugolini, Mario
Fabbri, Mauro Gabbiati, Yuri Ma-
rangoni and Marziano Santambro-
gio, who enabled a smooth run-
ning of the event, refereeing all

the main draw matches.

6 age group on court , with ath-
letes from England, France, South
Africa, USA, Germany, Lithuania,
Egypt, Czech Republic, Slovakia,
Ukraine and lItaly.

Good results achieved by the Ital-
ian Masters, with 3 gold (Dall'lgna
- Petronzio - Cabassi), 4 silver
(Berlese - Aroyo - Morelli - Drusi-
ani) and three bronze (Bogani -

Bracuto - Matteazzi).

The event has been very pleasant,
a rewarding experience for all the
players who really enjoyed the Figs
National Centre and the beautiful

city of Riccione.

These are the names of the win-
ners in the various age groups:

Full results found here.

M35+

1 - Giuliano Dall’lgna (Italy)
2 - Gian Maria Berlese (ltaly)
3 - Riccardo Bogani (ltaly)

M40+

1 - Antonio Petronzio (Italy)

2 - Isaac Aroyo (ltaly)

3 - Oleksandr Bulgakov (Ukraine)

M45+

1 - Oliver Janssen (Germany)
2 - Massimo Morelli (Italy)

3 - Angelo Bracuto (ltaly)

M50+
1 - Luca Cabassi (Italy)
2 - Vittorio Drusiani (Italy)

3 - Mario Kruse (Germany)

M55+

1 - Joachim Gersdorf (Germany)
3 - Massimo Matteazzi (Italy)

4 - Josef Safar (Slovakia)

M65/70+
1 - Terence Norman (England)
2 - Norbert Kornyei (USA)

3 - Desmond Sacco (South Africa)

Pavel Sladecek, Chairperson

Alan Hathway, Director

Colin White

Jean-Marc Fraipont

Alicja Kulp

Nicolas Barbeau
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The Tournament Director’s View, Poland

Katarzyna Zygan describes the Masters Circuit—what it means to her,

the players and for Polish Squash

Masters of Squash - not only squash for mas-

ters!

Masters Circuit orga-
nized under European
Squash Federation
patronage is gaining
popularity. After each
tournament number
of people interested
is rising, number of
players grows and
whoever plays even

once will be hooked in!

Masters tournament are not usual competi-
tions — it is a bond, created between players,
an event on which everybody is waiting for,
nobody wants to leave and on which people
are bonded together by squash, fun, social
events

and par-

ties in

different

cities of

Europe

and the

World.

Our

Squash4You team had the pleasure and a
great honor to host and organize for the
second time European Masters Squash Tour
tournament for Squash Masters in one of
the most beautiful city of Europe, magic
Krakow. We are very glad that this year
we’ve had even more players than last year,
but also from the fact that we saw familiar
faces and that means that on last’s year’s
tournament players were pleased and

wanted to come back to us.

As an organizer | think that our team per-

fectly felt the theme of masters tourna-

ments, mainly because of Maciek
Maciantowicz, who is himself a Master tour-
naments player and know what exactly par-
ticipants of such event want and need and
what is most important, how we can deliver.
Unfortunately Maciek was not able to be
with us during this year’s tournament (which
he really regretted) so the team responsible
for the tournament was cut to three persons
— me, Marek Januszkiewicz (second S4Y

Manager) and our trainer Maciej Stypa.

93 players from 16 countries divided be-
tween 9 categories. Whole tournament lasts
3 days — players arrived on different dates,
sometimes even few days before the main
event, often with their families and pets.
From morning hours matches were played in

Squash4You club but there was also time for

sightseeing and evening activities, full of
dances and joy. This organizational scheme
gives players great opportunity to link
squash emotions with traveling, sightseeing

and fun with their friends.

Organizing such tournament requires tre-
mendous amount of work, many weeks of

preparations but also gives you great pleas-
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ure and satisfaction when everything

is ok and the players are happy.

Personally | am really glad that | was
able to meet such fantastic people
from all over the Europe — joyful Span-
ish, friendly girls from Hungary, help-
ful English, interesting Scandinavians,
really nice Italians and many, many
more. | am also pleased that almost
1/3 of players were Polish from every

corner of our Country.

For us, organizers, the biggest reward
was positive feedback- numerous
thanks which we received from play-
ers and assurance that they will visit
us next year, taking their friends with
them. That’s why now it is me who
want to thank all of them for coming
to Krakow and for participation in
Polish Masters Squash tournament.
Next year, richer with new experienc-
es, we hope to host you again and
make each next tournament better,

bigger and more awesome.

We want to have our share in popular-
ization of Masters events — as this is
truly wonderful initiative which bond
squash players and fans and for many
of them masters weekends are the

most important days from whole year.

Organizers team (Maciej Stypa, Kasia
Zygan, Marek Januszkiewicz) with

players, Photos. Volker Knerr




The Results Polish Open, Krakow - Oct 2015

W35+ 3 - [ITA] Luca Cabassi

1 - [POL] Dominika Witkowska

2 - [HUN] Zsuzsanna Kekesi W50+

3 - [POL] Dorota Grzechowiak 1 - [AUT] Konny Hoellein
2 - [ENG] Alicja Kulp

M35+ 3 - [GER] Storte Becker

1 - [UKR] Kostiantyn Rybalchenko

2 - [POL] Jaroslaw Terlecki

3 - [POL] Bartlomiej Wojtunik

M40+

1 - [ISR] Dovik Haruzi

2 - [FRA] Nicolas Barbeau
3 - [ITA] Isaac Aroyo

W40+
1 - [GER] Melanie Kreisel
2 - [HUN] Leondra Udvardi
3 - [ESP] Maju Besada
M60+
M45+ - Main Draw 1 - [FIN] Jari Mether
1 - [ITA] Alessandro Marcolini 2 - [ENG] Martin Rooke
2 - [NOR] Eyvind Strgmsvag 3 - [FIN] Markku Kaistinen
3 - [IRL] Martin O'Neill
For all results, click here.
W45+
1 - [ENG] Isabelle Tweedle
2 - [ITA] Cristina Di Sacco
3 - [SWE] Helene Annie Linnea Borg

M50+
1- [BEL] Lahourcade Guillaume
2 - [GER] Marko Kruse
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If you’ve wondered what the Mas-
ters Squash Tournaments are all
about, well it’s about meeting
people, seeing some wonderful
cities in Europe and of course play-
ing a bit of squash against some
great competitors in your own age
category, starting from 35+.

| heard about the Masters through
a close friend, Noelle in Belgium,
where we both trained hard for
the World Masters in Hong Kong
last July 2014. What an experience
that was! Ever since, I've been
going to as many as possible, sub-
ject to work and other personal
commitments. They’re well organ-
ised, everyone is really friendly
and you meet some very inter-
esting people coming from differ-
ent backgrounds with diverse cul-
tures. It's fabulous.

They generally start on a Friday
around 10.00 am and finish
around 4.00 pm on Sunday. The
organisers arrange some social
events in the evenings so it’s a
great way of meeting others. Of
course some of us normally drink
too much and stay up too late, but
the standard of squash is still su-
perb. We see 70 year olds moving
around the court and on the dance
floor as if they were 25, don’t we,
Eric, from Wales?

Still wondering? Why not give it a
try!

Hope to see you there!

% %k %
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The Results—Netherlands Open, November 2015 |t

EUROPE

M35+

1 - [ITA] Filippo Madella
2 - [EGY] Sherif Rashdan
3 - [NED] Manzoor Sultan

M40+

1 - [FRA] Nicolas Barbeau [2]

2 - [GRE] Petros Tzamaloukas [3/4]
3 - [NED] Alex Kramer

M45+ition 1-3

1 - [SUI] Daniel Werner Oeschger [1]
2 - [NED] Roland Monsma

3 - [ENG] Mark Longworth

M50+

1 - [GER] Uwe Peters

2 - [EGY] Tarek Abdel-Aziz

3 - [POR] Carlos Mendes [5/8]

M55+

1 - [SUI] Sergio Orduna [1]
2 - [WAL] David Sutherland
3 - [WAL] Mark Johnson

M60+

1 - [ENG] Stuart Hardy [1]

2 - [NED] Robert Jan Anjema
3 - [NED] Anthony Richardson

M65+

1 - [SWE] Peter Karlsson [2]
2 - [SUI] Claudio Hassler [1]
3 - [NED] Gerry O'Neill

M70+

1 - [WAL] Geoffrey Trenchard [2]
2 - [NED] Joop Van Gutsem

3 - [FIN] Heikki Terasvirta

W35+

1 - [NED] Karin Thiel [1]

2 - [AUT] Konny Hoellein [2]
3 - [NED] Titia Posdijk

Click here for

In the first two years of the Masters
Circuit we have held 6 tournaments in
2014 and 7 tournaments plus the
Championship in 2015. For 2016 we
are planning even more tournaments:
11 in total. The time has therefore
come to differentiate between these
tournaments, as the Juniors already do.
We have decided to introduce in 2016
two categories of tournaments: the
“Masters Open” (MO) and the “Grand
Prix” (GP). New tournaments being
held for the first time in a country will
be classed as MO tournaments. If a
tournament in a country runs success-
fully for two years then it is a candidate
for moving up to GP Status. GP Status
will be awarded on the basis that the
event has proven to be well organised
in the past and satisfies the following
criteria.

O  The event has been run for a mini-
mum of two years

O  The Masters Circuit Guidelines
have been followed

The tournament offers events for men
and women of all age groups

A basic package has been offered within
the maximum fee

The tournament attracts a sufficient num-
ber of entries including entries from non-
local players

Satisfactory reports have been received
about the previous event.

For a tournament with MO status the full
ranking points will be awarded (1st 1620,
etc.). For a GP tournament the ranking points
will be increased by 15% (1st 1863, etc.). For
the European Championships (2017) the rank-
ing points will be increased by 50%.

The same rule as in the past still applies: the
best 4 results in the last two years (last 24
months) are used for the rankings.

In 2016 the following tournaments have been
awarded MO Status: Portugal, Spain, Switzer-
land, Belgium and Wales and the following GP
status: Czech, Hungary, Germany, Italy, Po-
land and Netherlands.

In 2017 we will introduce a third, qualitative
even higher, type of tournament, called Super
Series (SS) with ranking points increased by
30%. Only tournaments which have already
reached GP status and fulfil further criteria
will be considered for SS status.

* % %k
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Why Are Draws So Late! Colin White

Draws, Draws, Where Are The Bloody

One part of the new ESF Masters Circuit,
where we receive a lot of questions, is
when does the Tournament Director re-
lease the draws.

According to the rules, if anybody has read
them :) the draws should be released:

D. Seeding and Draws

1. b) The seeding lists and the starting time
of specific age groups will be published 7
days prior to the start date

2. Finalised draws for the event will only be
posted at the squash centre and on the
internet at the start of the event. Draw in-
formation must not be provided in any pub-
lished documentation or sent to anyone
before the event starts. It's recommended

that draws are displayed at the official hotel

and at the venues.

So at the moment, our task in some events
(including mine ©) is not releasing the draw
in time, but releasing the "rough" start
times for specific age groups 7 days before
and the seeding.

There is no doubt this is an area we need to
improve on and hopefully by bringing in
new guidelines and the Masters Sub-
Committee working closely with all the
Tournament Directors, then we should
make a step in the right direction.

Why, oh why do you release the draws so
late?

The first guidelines that we used for the

Masters have been taken from the Junior

Circuit and adjusted slightly, hopefully the
new ones will help us improve, but the late
release for the draws will stay, WHY?
Two of our biggest difficulties are late can-
cellations and allowing late entries and this
is a real Catch 22. All TD's would love to
stick to the closing date, so giving us more
time to prepare, but unfortunately if we
closed on time, we would lose a big per-
centage of entries. There are simply many
players, who have jobs which do
not allow them to decide well in
advance to have holidays, so we
have to accept late entries.
A few years ago when | was young
(a long time ago!), naive TD. |
thought | would prepare all my
schedules and draws as soon as the
entry closed, what a mistake! What
then happened was | had 20%

more entries over the next 1-4

days, but not forgetting the normal percent-

age of players pulling out, of course from
different age groups. Now if you follow the
Circuit you know we try and arrange that
players , play as much as possible, this
means being creative and flexible with

draws, plans, schedules, etc. You cannot
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imagine how many hours and how
many times | had to
"EVERYTHING", because if you have 8

players or 9 players in an age group it

change

changes everything! So | learned to be
patient and wait until | had more or
less the full entry before | did the
schedules and draws. | am sure if we
released the times and draws earlier,
then we would have many questions
about why has everything changed,
plus a TD would have a lot of extra

work.

Conclusion:

So we will stay with the late release of
draws, but we promise to work harder
to "encourage" players to enter on
time © and we promise to keep to the
rough starting times being released 7
days before, but beware, sometimes
for the benefit of players, this can be
moved back, but not forward. We do
understand that players want to plan
their travel and weekend plans, so they
can really enjoy the full experience of

taking part on the Masters Circuit.

Have a great holiday period and hope
to see many of you on the new, bigger
ESF Masters Circuit in 2016.

It’s your turn. Tell us what you think?. Tell us what you want? We can’t

promise everything, but we certainly want to listen and to improve our Mas-

ters Circuit.

It’ll only take a few minutes!
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European Masters Circuit 2016 Calendar WORLD
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22-24 January —Porto, Portugal (MO)

11-13 March—Santiago de Compostela, Spain (MO) EUROPE _
8-10 April—Prague, Czech Republic (GP)

13-15 May—Budapest, Hungary (GP)

24-26 June—Krefeld, Germany (GP)

15-17 July—Uster, Switzerland (MO)

9-11 September—Riccione, Italy (GP)

7-9 October—Krakow, Poland (GP)

28-30 October—Bruges, Belgium (MO)

18-20 November—Rotterdam, Netherlands (GP)

9-11 December—Cardiff, Wales (MO)
MO —Masters Open

GP—Grand Prix

WORLD
SQUASH

Since the World Masters began in 1976 in London, the biennial event has circulated around the world, with Ger-
many and England being recent European hosts before the competition was last played in Hong Kong in 2014.
The WSF has awarded the 2016 World Masters Squash Championships to South Africa, and the event will take
place in Johannesburg from 24-30 September 2016.

South Africa has a strong squash background. The country has hosted two previous World Masters Championships - in 1997 in Johan-
nesburg and 2006 in Cape Town - and boasts numerous World Masters champions ranging from the Over-35 to Over-
80 events.

Johannesburg is the economic hub of South Africa and the gateway to the country and its many world-class

tourist attractions, ranging from game parks to mountain ranges and wine farms. The squash venues and hotels are all
situated in the northern suburbs of Johannesburg and late September should mean lovely warm spring weather so a great
time for European Masters players to consider planning combining competition and holiday.

Full details, including the entry form, can be found at

Finally, the committee wish you and your families a very happy,

peaceful holiday and we hope to see you next year.

HELLO, EMPLOYMENT AGENCY?
THERE'S BEEN A WSTAXE . ..
| ASKED FOR 10 ELVES!

PHOTOS 4 CONTACT

Volker Knerr and Konny Hoellein | w. MASTERS@EUROPEANSQUASH.COM
/ www.europeansquash.com
Facebook—European Squash Masters
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