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Minutes of the 52nd Annual General Meeting of the 

EUROPEAN SQUASH FEDERATION 
 

ZÜRICH (USTER) - SWITZERLAND 

                                         Saturday 4th May 2024 
10:00hrs (CET) local time 

 
 

 

1. PRESIDENT’S WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS 
1.1 Personal Introductions 
The President, Thomas Troedsson, start the meeting by welcoming all delegates and observers 
at this 52nd Annual General Meeting. A special welcome to the WSF President Zena Wooldridge 
and William Louis-Marie, the CEO of World Squash Federation. All attendees and the Board, the 
treasurer and the office staff introduced themselves. 
 
1.2 Voting Procedure 
The Operations Manager, Marcel Borst, explains the voting procedure. 
The members appoint two independent scrutineers; Erland Thomassen and William Louis-Marie. 
It was noted that 22 MNFs were present, and 0 proxy votes were received. 
* At the start of the meeting it was announced that the total number of delegates was 23, this 
was later corrected to 22. One observer was counted as a voting delegate. 
 

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Member Nation Federations: Croatia and Italy. 
 

         Honorary Members: George Mieras, Chris Stahl and Hugo Hannes. 
 
         ESF Board Member: Otto Kalvø 
 
 

3. ATTENDANCE 
3.1 Member National Federations Represented 

Delegates were present from: 

Austria Thomas Wachter 

Belgium Veerle Putzeys 

Czech  Tomas Forter 

England Mark Williams 

Finland Mika Monto 
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France Julien Muller 

Germany Michael Gäde 

Gibraltar Barry Brindle 

Greece Dimitrios Stamatiadis 

Ireland Rosie Barry 

Israel Moshe Avraham 

Liechtenstein Alois Widmann 

Luxembourg Daniel Verhoeven 

Norway Jon Rune Trengereid 

Portugal Catarina Nunes 

Romania George Alexandru Constantinescu 

Spain Marta Dominguez 

Sweden Jan-Ulf Söderberg 

Switzerland Marius Hug 

Türkiye Hasan Öztürk 

Ukraine Rosanna Radlińska-Tyma 

Wales Richard Bennett 

 
3.2           Observers Present 
Belgium  Mark Herssens 
Ireland  Scott Fraham 
Norway  Erland Thomassen 
Türkiye  Emre Senkal 

 
 3.3 Others Presen 

3.3.1 By Right 
ESF President   Thomas Troedsson 
ESF Vice-President    Catherine Ezvan 

                ESF Vice-President    Luis Ferreira 
ESF Treasurer   Paul Gardner 

3.3.2 By Invitation 
ESF Operations Manager  Marcel Borst 
WSF President    Zena Wooldridge (ESF Honorary member) 
WSF CEO    William Louis-Marie 
Squash Facilities Network  Markus Gaebel 
 

 
4. MEMBERSHIP STATUS 

The list of 46 Members was presented in advance of the meeting for information, attached as 
appendix 1, and there were no questions. There are two members with outstanding membership 
fees over 2023; Iceland and Serbia are automatically suspended. 
 
 

5.  APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
a) Kazakhstan 
b) Georgia 
c) Moldova 
 
Kazakhstan filled all papers to become a member. However, WSF advised this nation belongs to 
Asia. We forwarded them to our colleague region. 
Moldova and Georgia have not provided all the necessary documents in time to officially process 
their application. 
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6.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF 51st ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
The 2023 minutes which took place on 29th April 2023 were presented. There were no 
comments, questions or matters arising.  
 
Voting results: For: 22  Against: 0 Abstention: 0 

         The Minutes of the 51st Annual General Meeting were approved.     
 
  

7.  THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MANAGEMENT BOARD  
To receive the ESF Annual Report for the period 1st January to 31st December 2023. 
The annual report was presented in advance, and received, with no comment or questions from 
members.  
 

 
8.  FORWARD PLAN 

 The forward plan was presented and received no comments or questions. 
WSF President Wooldridge’s addition to add to Refereeing the use of WSO has been noted. 
 

 
9.  FINANCE   

9.1) To adopt the accounts for the year to 31st December 2023 
The accounts for December 31st and Years end were received. 
The Treasurer noted that the result for the financial year 2023 was a surplus of € 742 includes 
unrealised Exchange Rate loss of €5,002 so an actual surplus of €5,744.  
This is about €4,400 better than the 2023 budget plan.  
This arises from a net increase in income €3,500 up (ESID 9,200, Levies 4,200, offset by 
Sponsorship down by 10,000). In addition, there was net underspend of expenditure of the 
committees, while we have taken non budgeted costs in relation to changing the registered office 
(€3,000), communication and website. During the year, Think Tank expenditure (€49,437) was made 
from the Capital Fund; no further contributions were made. 
 
The accounts were scrutinised by the two internal examiners Mark Willians and Richard Bennett. We 
received their letter of approval, they are happy to confirm that as member representatives, they are 
satisfied that the accounts are in good standing and should proceed to be presented to the members 
for approval at the AGM. Mark and Richard both present confirm their consent. 
 
Voting results: For: 22  Against: 0 Abstention: 0          
The accounts for the year to 31st December 2023 were approved. 

 

 9.2) To appoint two Internal Examiners for the 2023 accounts  
The President thanks the two internal examiners Mark Williams and Richard Bennett for their 
thorough examination and ask the members to appoint two internal examiners for the 2024 
accounts.  
The Internal Examiners for 2024 are: Moshe Avraham (ISR) and Richard Bennett (WAL)  
The appointment of the examiners was approved. 

 
 9.3) To receive the Budget for the financial year 2024  

The Treasurer noted that the Budget had been agreed by the Board in December and the exchange 
rate conversion factor is set to 1,15. The budget of 2024 shows a small positive breakdown. 
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10.  MOTIONS GENERAL 

a) Motion proposed by the Management Board: 
To adopt the articles of the ESF registered office in the Netherlands. 
 
Voting results: For: 22  Against: 0 Abstention: 0         Motion passed. 
 

b) Motion proposed by the Management Board:  
The amendment of section M.3.b of the articles of association to extend EDAP up to 7 panel 
members from seven different MNFs. 
 
Voting results: For: 22  Against: 0 Abstention: 0         Motion passed. 
 

c) Motion proposed by Ireland:      
Motion to change the minimum gender composition of the ESF Board.  
Motion amendment by the Management Board: 
Proposed new article H.1: 
The Board of Directors shall comprise the president and four (4) vice-presidents (comprising at 
least two male and two female members) who have been elected in accordance with the 
provisions of Article I.... 
* Motions adopted in an AGM come into effect after the meeting 
 
Voting results: For: 20  Against: 0 Abstention: 2         Motion passed. 
 

11. MOTIONS CONCERNING THE RULES GOVERNING EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIPS      

 
a) Motion to change the format of the European senior team events division 1 to 3 in effect from 

2025. 
Motion proposed by the Management Board and recommended by the Championships 
Committee after broad consultation. 
 
Change the format for ETC Division 1 – Men & women: 12 teams  (was *8) 
Note: in the event of withdrawal from Division 1 (men and women), teams from Division 2 will be 
promoted in rank order to fill the vacant places. 
Change the format for ETC Division 2 – Men & Women:  8 teams  (was 12 men & 8 women) 
Note: in the event of withdrawal, or promotion - see above, from Division 2  (less than 8 teams) 
the top 4 teams from D3 will be invited in rank order to fill the vacant place. 
Change the format for ETC Division 3 – Men & Women: Maximum of 15 teams per category; 
when 16 teams or more will be reached the event will automatically be split in a Division 3 of 8 
teams and the rest in a new Division 4. 
 
Division 1&2 are organised together as one event on the reserved date in the yearly calendar. 
Division 3 (4) is held in the weeks before ETC division 1&2. 
 
Voting results: For: 22  Against: 0 Abstention: 0         Motion passed. 
 

b) Motion to change the sequence of implementation of the new team format for European Junior 
Championships for the three age groups. 
Proposed by the ESF Management Board at the recommendation of Championships 
Committee. 
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Explanation: The 2023 AGM agreed to change the composition of junior teams to 2 boys and 2 
girls and to phase the implementation across the three age groups, starting with the U15s in 
2025. Instead, it is proposed to first implement the new team format for U19s in 2025. In 2026 it 
will apply to U19 and U17 Team Championship and in 2027 to U19, U17 and U15. 
 
Voting results: For: 15  Against: 6 Abstention: 1         Motion passed. 
 
WSF President Wooldridge mentioned that this is an important item and the IOC applauded us 
for having parity on the agenda. 
 

c)  Motion to make it mandatory for a Junior Team to be accompanied by an MNF designated 
responsible adult. To amend championship regulation C1 to make it mandatory for a junior team 
to be accompanied throughout a championship by an MNF nominated adult as its designated 
safeguarding officer and to amend regulation C1 to include at least one such nominated adult in 
the invoice to MNFs.  
Proposed by the ESF Management Board at the recommendation of Championships 
Committee. 
 
Voting results: For: 22  Against: 0 Abstention: 0         Motion passed. 
 
Mark Williams (ENG) adds that safeguarding training is advised. The President responds to look 
for a generic training. 
 

d) Motion to clarify the procedure for seeding ESF Championships (regulation W 4.2).  
Proposed by the ESF Management Board at the recommendation of Championships 
Committee. 
 
Explanation: to change the wording of the Championships regulations W 4.2 to clarify the 
procedure better: 
Under 19 Individual Championships - The Seeding Panel will seed the Top 8 Individuals in each 
event, whose entries have been received 30 days before the Start Date, based on known 
current form by the panel members selected. Seeds 1 and 2 will be identified first, thereafter 
players will be seeded in the following bands up to 8 in each Event: 3/4, 5/6, 7/8.  
The seeding of players from 9 to a maximum of 64 will be based on the ESF Junior Ranking 
published in the first week of March and split in bands 9/12, 13/16, 17/24, 25/32 and 33/64 in 
each event.  
The ESF Event Director and Director of the Juniors Seeding Panel shall make the draw for the 
Individual Events using the Random Draw Method; starting per seeding band using country 
separation and balance the players from the same country across the draws as far as possible. 
The seeding will be published 14 days before the start date and the draws in time for competing 
MNFs to receive them no later than 3 days before the Start Date. 
 
Voting results: For: 21  Against: 1 Abstention: 0         Motion passed. 
 

e) Motion to clarify the national eligibility of players where there is movement across borders (for 
work or residence) between Small States and their neighbouring countries. It is proposed to 
align this eligibility with that of the ‘Games of the Small States’. 
Proposed by the ESF Management Board at the recommendation of Championships 
Committee. 
 
Explanation: 
For the Small States (as defined*) also to other players who have been resident in the border 
municipalities of the neighbouring country for at least three years without interruption at the start 
date of the event. These players are assimilated to the national neighbouring squad only with 
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the permission from the original MNF a player is eligible for under the current set of 
regulations.(original MNF must respond within 30 days) 
Rationale for the proposed change: to keep open the possibility for small states to participate in 
European Team championships. (*European nations with less than 1 million citizens; Monaco, 
Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Andorra, Montenegro and San Marino) 
 
Voting results: For: 21  Against: 0 Abstention: 1         Motion passed. 
 

12. EDAP NOMINATIONS   
Nominations received from Austria, Belgium and Finland. Proposal of the ESF Board to appoint  
Kim Hannes (Belgium), Tomi Niinirnäki (Finland) and Thomas Wachter (Austria) for the term of three  
year as a member of the panel. 
We received a late nomination of Portugal for MiltonTeixeira. 
The Board requests the approval of the AGM to install these individuals. 
 
Voting results: For: 22  Against: 0 Abstention: 0         Approved. 

 
 

13. ELECTION OF THE ESF MANAGEMENT BOARD            

Luis Ferreira is at the end of his first term of three years as Vice President. 
He declared his willingness for another term.  
In total we have three candidates for two Vice President positions. 
The relevant documentation was sent to the Member Nations as Appendix I 
 
The candidates Luis Ferreira, Daniel Verhoeven and Rosanna Radlińska-Tyma were given the 
opportunity for a short introduction. 
 
Elected in the first ballot: Luis Ferreira 19 votes; Daniel Verhoeven 2 votes and Rosanna Radlińska-
Tyma 1 vote. Luis Ferreira elected for a second term of 3 years. 

The second ballot between Daniel Verhoeven and Rosanna Radlinska-Tyma ended in a draw. 
Daniel Verhoeven 10 votes and Rosanna Radlinska-Tyma 10 vote and 2 blank. 

The ESF Articles of Association say: If in any ballot two or more candidates have an equal number 
of votes and one of them has to be excluded from further ballots, that candidate amongst them who 
had the least number of votes at the previous ballot at which they had not an equal number of votes 
shall be excluded. 

As result of the previous ballot Daniel Verhoeven was elected as Vice President. 
 
Norway and England noted that the election procedure should have been better explained. 
WSF President Zena Wooldridge disagreed and stated that this procedure is common in elections. 
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14. CHAMPIONSHIP PLANNING 
Thomas Troedsson went through the proposed 2025/26 Championships and asked nations to 
consider tendering for Championships. (see chart below) 

 
 

 
 

15. ANY OTHER COMPETENT BUSINESS 
The President offered members the option to add their comments.  
Richard Bennett asked and concluded that motion 10c would come into effect after the close of the 
meeting. The President confirms that this is correct. 
 

16. NEXT MEETING 
 Before closing the meeting, WSF was given the opportunity to address the ESF AGM.  

The President of World Squash, Zena Wooldridge, congratulates ESF with a successful meeting 
and say thanks for our great contribution to the sport. She informed the attendees about the 
Olympics and the details of the qualification process will become clear after the games in Paris. 
 
President Thomas Troedsson thanks Zena Wooldridge, President of the World Squash Federation 
and William Louis-Marie, the CEO of the World Squash Federation for their presence and input. 
Thanks to all delegates and observers for attending this AGM. 
Also to all Member Nations participating in our Championships 2024, the referees and the 
volunteers to make it all happen. All the volunteers in our various ESF committees and to the Board 
members and our Treasurer: Catherine, Luis, Otto and Paul, plus the ESF staff: Marcel and Joanne.  
 
A big thank you to Swiss Squash and the city of Uster for hosting us all. 
 
 
 

YEAR U19 Individual & 
Team /Min.6 

courts

ETC 1 & 2                
Min. 8 courts

ETC 3                       
Min. 6 courts

U15 & U17 Team       
Min. 8 courts

EMIC ECC                          
Min. 6 courts

EICC                    
Min. 5 courts

Other WSF

Switzerland, 
Zürich

Finland,    
Helsinki

Gibraltar  Czech 
Republic, 
Prague

DSQV 
Germany, 
Hamburg

DSQV 
Germany, 
Paderborn

Poland, 
Wroclaw

European Games, 
Krakow, Poland          
ESF Jubilee 50 

years

1 - 9 / 4 26 - 29/4 12 - 15/4 11-14/5 6 - 9/9 13 - 16/9 23 - 26/8

Romania, 
Bucharest

Switzerland, 
Zürich

Romania, 
Bucharest

Portugal,    
Porto

England, 
London 
pending 

inspection

Spain      
Cuenca

Olympic Games,   
Paris, France

World Masters

23 -31/3  1 - 4/5 17 - 20/4 9 - 12/5 4 - 7/9 21 -24/8

Interest 
Czech 

Republic, 
Prague

Interest 
Poland, 
Wroclaw

Malta,              
pending 

inspection

Interest 
Germany, 
Hamburg / 

France

Interest 
Poland, 
Wroclaw

Austria Graz,
pending 

inspection

Interest 
Germany, 
Hamburg / 
Dresden

12 - 20/4 30/4 - 3/5 8 - 11/5

Interest The 
Netherlands

Possible 
interest 
Turkiye

Interest 
Poland, 
Krakow

Interest 
Switzerland

World Masters

28/3 - 5/4 29/4 - 2/5 7 - 10/5

European 
Games 

Istanbul, 
Turkeyi TBC

European Games 
Istanbul, Turkeyi 

TBC

20 -28/3 28/4 - 1/5 6 - 9/5
Olympic Games,      

Los Angeles, USA
World Masters

8 -16/4 26/4 - 29/4 11 - 14/5

2028

2023

2024

2025

2026

2027
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The next meeting will take place on Saturday 3th May 2025 alongside the European Team 
Championships division 1 & 2. 
 
The meeting was declared closed at 11.35hrs (CET) local time.  
 

 
 

Signature: 

 
          

 

 

 

President European Squash Federation   

Date: 21-06-2024 


