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ANNEXURE C 

EUROPEAN SQUASH ANNUAL REPORT 2024 

Overview 
It has been a year of major change in the squash ecosystem and at the European Squash 
Federation too, with a feast of positive developments helping to grow the game's 
grassroots, engage and retain players, offer more competitive opportunities and raise the 
sport's profile.  
 
Squash's Olympic inclusion is beginning to impact the game at all levels, galvanizing 
players, fans, governing bodies and funders. Europe is feeling and exhibiting this 
buoyancy, with increased participation and vibrancy within our squash community. 
 
The ESF's promotion of the sport has taken major leaps forward with the launch of 
European Squash TV, opening up the game to new audiences and showcasing our 
continent's best players of all ages. We also have a new website with revamped content 
produced by our new media and communications team and we've been championing good 
practice within grassroots squash through the Squash Facilities Network. All of the above 
are direct outcomes of our Squash Think Tank event in Bucharest at the start of 2023. 
 
We've also made major strides in equality, diversity and inclusion by bringing in changes 
to our major junior championships to offer equal opportunities for boys and girls in team 
competitions. Last March, for the first time, we held an ESF coaching course which had an 
equal gender split between men and women - a hugely encouraging sign for the sport. 

2024 AGM 
The 52nd Annual General Meeting was held on 4 May 2024 in Uster alongside the ESF 
European Team Championships. 22 delegates and their observes attended, as well as World 
Squash President Zena Wooldridge and CEO William Louis-Marie.  

The AGM voted in favour of changing the minimum gender composition of the ESF Board 
The format of the senior European Team Championships was changed and expanded to 
include a potential Division 4. The sequence of changes to bring gender parity to the 
European junior team championships was altered so it began with the 2025 European U19 
Team Championship. It was also made mandatory for junior teams to be accompanied per 
team by a designated responsible adult from their Member Nation Federation throughout 
ESF championships. 

Daniel Verhoeven of Luxembourg was elected for the second vacant Vice President 
position, with Luis Ferreira re-elected for a second term 

The Board 
The ESF Board from 4 May 2024 onwards comprised: 
President Thomas Troedsson (Sweden) 
Vice-Presidents; Catherine Ezvan (France), Otto Kalvo (Norway), Luis Ferreira (Portugal), 
Daniel Verhoeven (Belgium) supported by Paul Gardner appointed as the ESF Treasurer and 
Company Secretary. 
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Board responsibilities are as follows: 
Championships Committee including Juniors & Masters: Thomas Troedsson 
Marketing & Communication Committee: Luís Ferreira 
Referees Committee: Catherine Ezvan 
Coaching Committee: Thomas Troedsson 
Equality Committee: Catherine Ezvan 
Business Development: Otto Kalvo 
 
The board has met 8 times, mainly via online board meetings using Zoom. Four meetings 
were physical in Uster (2), Amsterdam in late June and in Arlon at the end of November 
2024. 
President Thomas Troedsson and Operations Manager Marcel Borst attended the PSA 
Foundation's Squash Summit in Birmingham last June. Thomas Troedsson attended all WSF 
online ExCo meetings and the World Squash AGM in Hong Kong. 

The Office 
Office Administrator Joanne Collins left ESF in November 2024 after over six years’ service. 
The search for an Operations Assistant is ongoing. 
Marcel Borst is the ESF Operations Manager working full-time, while Mike Dale and Laura 
Valencia form the media team on a part-time basis. 
The ESF staff work together remotely in a virtual office. 
 
Finance 
The result for the financial year 2024 was a surplus of € 6,989. 
We budgeted 2024 with a very small surplus of € 256, so this result is above expectations. 
Despite a small decline in our net income and an increase in our expenses, we managed to 
return a surplus due to the sale of almost all our GBP reserves, which have been exchanged 
into euros and from the result of the various projects we managed in 2024. 

New Website 
In July 2024, European Squash launched its new website – a project inspired by the 
European Think Tank in Bucharest in January2023. 

The new site gives the European squash community an enhanced and more user-friendly 
experience and is a platform to raise squash’s visibility, boost participation and diversity, 
support coaches and referees and showcase good practice. Leveraging digital solutions was 
one key idea discussed in Bucharest, where stakeholders from across Europe and beyond 
came together to discuss how to grow squash. Our new website is a direct response to those 
deliverables. We also have an ongoing series of interviews with ESF referees, offering 
glimpses into their backgrounds, motivations and personalities. The new website is the 
platform for new strands of content that highlight good practice across our Member Nations 
and within the federation. So far, these include in-depth profiles of squash development 
work in Lithuania, Ukraine, Lithuania, Ukraine, Czech Republic, Malta, Netherlands, Italy, 
Ireland, Luxembourg, Finland and more. 
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Squash Facilities Network 
ESF launched the Squash Facilities Network in late 2023 to bring together experts and 
share best practice from across the sport's biggest stakeholder group - the venues and 
their owners. The SFN is a key outcome from the ESF Think Tank in Bucharest in January 
2023. Its mission is bringing together squash experts, enthusiasts, owners, investors, 
coaches and visionaries, from all around the world. The SFN has established a network to 
share best practice, to guide investors and developers in planning new facilities and to 
present facts and figures, publishing results of different surveys and research. 
In May 2024, SFN released its Global Squash Report which offered detailed analysis of 
institutions, players, facilities, and the industry globally and in specific nations across 53 
pages. From July 2024 onwards SFN continued as an independent company to support 
squash development and investments worldwide. 

Business Development 
Business Development lead by Otto Kalvo execute the vision and strategy on Streaming 
(Digitalization). 
European Squash Federation was proud to launch its digital platform, European Squash TV, 
in partnership with leading streaming platform provider Sportall. 

European Squash TV gives ESF and its 46 member nations control over their own content, 
allowing them to build their fan base across Europe and beyond. It will raise the profile of 
Europe’s elite squash players, ESF competitions and the sport of squash in general.  
Preparation and the initial setup started in 2024 and European Squash TV undertook a 
successful pilot from 2-6 January 2025 when it screened five days of live coverage from the 
European junior circuit’s platinum event, the British Junior Open in Birmingham. The ESF’s 
media team used the live streaming to produce edited highlights which were distributed on 
social media and to member nations for their own use. European Squash TV also features a 
library of previous tournaments which all ESF member nations can access to use and 
distribute as they wish. The vision is for all member nations to have their own European 
Squash TV landing page which they can design and organise to their own requirements. 
They will have easy access to all European Squash TV content from which they can select 
matches involving their own players, tournaments they have hosted or anything else they 
wish to use. 

Juniors 
The Junior Committee consists of Pascal Bruhin (Director), Michael Gaede (Director of 
Seeding), Ian Thomas, Jan Bren and Malcolm Tullis. 
The ESF junior circuit featured 30 events in 2024 - more than in any year since at least 
2010. There was a total of 5215 entries throughout the year, the second-highest total dating 
back to 2010. These increases in competitive opportunities and participation reflect the 
strength and organisational efficiency of the circuit. 

Masters 
The Masters committee included Chair Thomas Troedsson, Director Claudio Hassler, 
together with James Hyatt and Stuart Hardy. 
There were 1646 entries in the 19 Masters events on the European circuit in 2024. This is a 
slight increase in entries on 2023 (1559) although numbers remain slightly down on the two 
years before Covid (1788 in 2018 and 1986 in 2019). 
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Championships 
The Championship Committee consisted of Michael Gaede, Director with members, Michael 
Khan, Barry Brindle, Davide Babini, Kim Hannes and Pavel Sladecek, with Thomas Troedsson 
as chair. Marcel Borst, Daniel Sima and Pavel Sladecek were assisting as Tournament 
Software Operators at all the Championships. 

23 -26 March  ESF European Individual U19 Championships - Bucharest, Romania 
28 -31 March ESF European Mixed Team U19 Championships - Bucharest, Romania 
17 -20 April ESF European Division 3 Championships - Bucharest, Romania 
1 - 4 May  ESF European Team Division 1&2 Championships - Uster, Switzerland 
9 - 12 May  ESF European Mixed team U15 & U17 Championships - Porto, Portugal 
21 -24 August ESF European Individual Closed Championships - Cuenca, Spain 
4 -7 September ESF European Club Squash Championships - London, England 

WSF World Masters 
The ESF delivered the 2024 WSF World Masters at the Frans Otten Stadion in Amsterdam 
from 15-22 August on behalf of Squash Bond Nederland. 
There were over 1070 competitors - the biggest field in the World Masters’ 48-year history - 
with 15 different nationalities amongst the 19 title winners. 
A special thank you goes out to Operations Manager Marcel Borst and his team and all the 
staff at the Frans Otten Stadion for running a magnificent event. 

Marketing and Communications 
With a focus on increasing our visibility the committee together with the ESF media team 
increased the ESF online presence on website and social media. 
Marketing & Communications is chaired by Luís Ferreira with Pablo del Rio, Renato Gallego, 
Inco Planje and Andrei Florian as supporting committee members. 

Coaching 
The Coaching committee with ESF Coaching Director Michael Khan and his fellow tutors 
delivered 15 courses in 10 countries: 
11 Level 1 
3 Level 2 
1 Level 3 
In total 162 participants 17% female (worldwide 19,66%) 
Coaches from 32 ESF member nations hold a WSC qualification. 

Coaches from all over Europe met and exchanged ideas at last May's new ESF workshop in 
Vienna entitled ‘The Role of Coach as Manager. ’Delivered by the ESF in partnership with the 
Squash Facilities Network and led by Michael Khan, the event May featured four topics, each 
introduced by a keynote speaker, followed by discussion and a summary of ideas. Coaches 
attended from Austria, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, England, Germany, Ireland, Poland, 
Portugal and Sweden. The workshop was another direct outcome of the priorities identified 
at the European Squash Think Tank in Bucharest in January 2023. 

In February 2024, for the first time, there was an equal split of men and women at an ESF 
coaching course. Seven men and seven women from seven different countries participated 
in the four-day WSF Level 2 coaching course run by Michael Khan and Jan Roll at the 
Squash Zentrum Hastal in Prague. The equal number of men and women at the Level 2 
coaching course in February 2024 was labelled as a “really good sign for squash”. 
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Equality, Diversity And Inclusion 
The 2025 ESF European Mixed Team U19 Squash Championships will be the first ESF major 
junior championships to feature two boys and two girls competing in each team. 
The change in format to equal gender distribution in teams will now be phased downwards 
through the age groups, applying to both the U19 and U17 Championships in 2026, then to 
U19, U17 and U15 from 2027 onwards. 
ESF Vice-President and Equality Committee member, Catherine Ezvan, is also leading our 
application for EU Erasmus + funding for a project relating to squash refereeing with the 
focus to grow the number of female referees across Europe. 
 
Refereeing Committee 
The Refereeing Committee has appointed referees for all ESF championships and high-
quality services were delivered. The Refereeing Committee, led by Tomas Forter, pays 
attention to providing equal opportunities for the regional referees to be selected, while 
offering the national referees the opportunity to be selected as well. Assessments are 
conducted during each championship, thus contributing not only to maintain but also to 
grow the skills of the referees. 

The World Squash Officiating project and the Player Certificate – Tournament Level is 
recommended for players participating in ESF championships and for ESF circuits events - 
with a 3-year validity. Tomas Forter has taken over the role of Marko Podgorsek as a 
member of the WSO Advisory Group. 
 
EDP and EDAP 
During 2024 the European Disciplinary Panel ruled on 23 occasions and the European 
Disciplinary and Appeal Panel ruled not once. In addition, both committee chairs are 
valuable advisors to the ESF Board. 
 
Historical European Squash Records 
ESF supports our partners Squash Info and Squash Library, they maintain the historical data 
and appealed to our Member Nations to complete the historical records of our major 
championships. The ultimate goal is to complete full historical match results from the 
biggest ESF events, starting with the ETC, which began in 1973. 
 

2024 Results  

ESF European Individual U19 Squash Championships (Bucharest)  

Boys:      Girls:  

1. Jonah Bryant (England)   1. Amelie Haworth (England)  

2. Melvil Scianimanico (France)  2. Lauren Baltayan (France)  

3. Abdallah Eissa (England)   3. Maya Weishar (Germany)  

  

ESF European Mixed Team U19 Squash Championships (Bucharest)  

1. France  

2. England  

3. Switzerland  
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ESF European Team Championships  

Division 1 (Uster)  

Men's:    Women's:  

1. England    1. Belgium  

2. France    2. England  

3. Switzerland   3. Wales  

  

Division 2 (Uster)  

1: Scotland   1. Germany  

2. Hungary    2. Finland  

3. Israel    3. Poland  

  

Division 3 (Bucharest)  

1. Italy    1. Ireland  

2. Romania    2. Ukraine  

3. Liechtenstein   3. Italy  

  

ESF European Mixed Team U15 & U17 Championships (Porto)  

U15     U17  

1. England    1. England  

2. France    2. France  

3. Germany   3. Belgium  

  

ESF European Individual Closed Squash Championships (Cuenca)  

Men's:    Women's:  

1. Victor Crouin   1. Tinne Gilis  

2. Dmitri Steinmann  2. Melissa Alves  

3. Iker Pajares   3. Emilia Soini  

  

ESF European Club Championships (London)  

 Men's:    Women's:  

1. Roehampton (England) 1. Roehampton (England)  

2. Paderborn (Germany) 2. Surbiton (England)  

3. SRCV (Liechtenstein) 3. SU Weiner Neudorf Modling (Austria)  
 
 

 


