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European Squash Federation
AGM 2026

Bocholt, 28.01.2026

Motion on Team Composition at European Junior Team
Championships (U15, U17,U19)

Proposed by:
Deutscher Squash Verband e.V./ German Squash Federation

Motion

The European Squash Federation AGM is requested to reconsider
and revoke the current decision to introduce an equal team
composition of two boys and two girls (2:2) at the European Junior
Team Championships U15, U17 and U19.

Instead, the original and previously applied team composition of two
boys and one girl (2:1) shall be reinstated consistently across all
age categories U15, U17 and U19.

Consequently, the already decided step-by-step implementation of
the 2:2 format (starting with U19, followed by U17 and U15in
subsequent years) shall be revoke.
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Rationale

The introduction of the 2:2 team format was supported as a pilot
approach with the intention of stimulating growth in girls’ squash and
strengthening female participation across Europe. This approach
has now been tested in practice. However, the practical
outcome shows that the intended objectives have not been
achieved.

1.

The model does not work in practice as intended

In many member nations, the number of active female junior
players remains significantly lower than the boys. Under a
mandatory 2:2 format, federations face increasing difficulties
in fielding complete teams. This does not lead to higher
participation, but rather to organisational pressure and forced
compromises in team selection.

. The expected boost in girls’ squash has not materialised

While the objective was to create momentum and measurable
growth in the girls’ game, this development has not
occurred. Instead of increased participation, the 2:2 format
has exposed existing structural limitations without generating
the anticipated uplift.

Nations are withdrawing rather than participating

A growing number of federations indicate that, under the 2:2
requirement, they are more likely to withdraw teams than to
compete. This is a critical signal. Reduced participation
weakens the championships both sportingly and strategically,
limiting match play, visibility, and development opportunities
for all players.

Significantly higher demands on venues and organisers
The 2:2 format increases the number of matches per tie and
therefore requires substantially greater court capacity and
scheduling flexibility.

Events that were previously feasible in a venue with 8 courts
now realistically require 10 courts, and in some cases 12
courts, to maintain acceptable schedules.
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« This narrows the pool of suitable host venues, increases
organisational costs, and makes hosting European
Championships considerably more challenging.

5. Development must be aligned with reality
This motion does not question the importance of gender
equality or the long-term promotion of girls’ squash. However,
regulations must reflect the current reality of player
numbers and structural conditions, otherwise well-intended
rules risk producing exclusion rather than development.

Proposed Resolution

The German Squash Federation submits the motion that all
European Junior Team Championships (U15, U17,U19) shall be
played using the team composition two boys and one girl (2:1).
The previously adopted decision to introduce a 2:2 team format is
hereby revoked.

Best regards,

ch i | Gad
&}ési ent des Deutschen Squash Verbandes e.V.
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